. It has since been replaced by the term "retraction ring," which is more accurate, as it describes the ring in terms of the permanent retraction of the muscle which persists between the contractions.
Bandl's observations were based on clinical study supplemented by anatomical data from uteri removed from the body. It was a great advance when the anatomical relations were studied on frozen sections, which showed the wall of the genital tract in relation to the foetus and to the bony pelvis.
Unfortunately, the first frozen section, Braune's classical one from the beginning of the second stage (1872), brought confusion into the study of this subject, from his labelling a thickening in the uterine muscle with a vein in it as the " os interum." On what evidence he did this, he did not know?
as Sanger informs us in a paper written ten years later (1882). This led obstetricians on a wrong track, and much ingenuity was expended in explaining how the cervix in labour became elongated to the extent that the placing of the os internum where Braune placed it would imply. Schroeder rendered this great service, that he showed that the retraction ring developed at a higher level than the os internum, and also that it was present in normal labour. section described by Prof. Webster and myself (1890) which has this interest, that it represents the second stage as far advanced as it can be without the child being actually born, and that it was from a case of normal labour (see Fig. 1 The uterus shows a thinner (less retracted) wall at the fundus and posteriorly than in Fig. 1 ; and the retraction ring is less developed. The distance between it and the posterior lip of the cervix is 5 ins.; and over the greater part of this area are cervical glands?cf. Fig. 4? and free membranes. Fig. 3 .?Reproduction of micro-photograph 1 of posterior wall of lower uterine segment and cervix, beginning 1'25 cm. below retraction ring, and extending to the os externum (reduced f, i.e., twice the size of preparation), taken from section in Fig. 1 He thanked the Fellows for the cordial reception that they had given to his paper. The subject was one which had not received the attention it deserved.
